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Executive Board 

Extracts from the minutes of a meeting 
of the Executive Board held at the Park 
Avenue Hotel, New York City, Dec. 22, 
1906, at which were present President Clem- 
ent W. Andrews, E. 11. Anderson, Frank 
P. Hill, George F. Bowerman, J. 1. Wyer, 
.Jr., and, by invitation, E. C. Hovey. 

The following communication was road 
from the committee appointed at Narragan- 
sett Pier to look after the interests of the 
Association in the matter of pending copy- 
right legislation : — 

Dec. X, 1906. 
To the Executive Hoard of the American 
Library Association : — 

The undersigned, representing the com- 
mittee appointed by the Association at its 
Narragansett meeting to watch the progress 
of the copyright bill and to do what might 
appear to be necessaiy for the interests of 
the Association in connection therewith, at- 
tended a hearing held by the Committee on 
Patents of the Senate and House of Repre- 
sentatives at Washington on Dec. 7. 1906. 
There were present also Messrs. Wellman, 
Cutter and Steiner representing the Library 
Copyright League, in opposition to the bill. 
Your representative presented on behalf of 
the committee the following statement: — 

We desire to submit the following state- 
ment of what we conceive to be the official 
position of the American Library Association 
in regard to the proposed bill. The under- 
signed were delegates of the American Library 
Association to the Copyright Conference and 
are now a committee of that Association to 
watch the progress of the bill and to do 
what may appear to be necessary for the in- 
terests of the Association in connection there- 
with. 

At the lirst meeting of the conference, 
June 2, 1905, the delegates protested against 
the proposed exclusion of foreign editions of 
works copyrighted in this country, and stated 
that, although no formal action has been 
taken by the Association, the matter would 
be considered by it at its meeting in Portland, 
Oregon. In reporting this action at that 
meeting, July 7, 1905, the delegates recom- 



mended that the question be referred to the 
( "ouncil for consideration and action . Accord- 
ingly, the Council requested the Executive 
Board ' ' to take measures for the representa- 
tion of the Association at future conferences 
on the revision of the copyright laws, and 
in behalf of the Association to protest against 
the inclusion in the copyright law of the pro- 
vision prohibiting importation of copyrighted 
works into the United States without written 
consent of author or copyright proprietor, or 
to secure some modification of the same. 

The delegates, having been reappointed, 
attended the two remaining sessions of the 
conference, Nov. 1-4, 1905, and March 
13-15, 1906, and in the interval had an in- 
formal meeting with the representatives of 
the American Publishers' Copyright League, 
at which the latter signified their willingness 
to modify in great measure their demands 
for the exclusion of foreign editions. Being 
convinced that the draft of a cojjyright bill 
as agreed on by the conference would in- 
evitably contain a clause lessening the pres- 
ent privileges of libraries in the importation 
of American copyright books, and desirous, 
in accordance with their instructions, quoted 
above, to secure as great a modification of 
such restriction as seemed possible, the dele- 
gates agreed to accept a clause which differs 
in no important respect from that now em- 
bodied in the bill under discussion. This 
clause was not finally put into shape until 
after extensive correspondence and a con- 
ference of the Executive Board with the 
representatives of the American Publishers' 
Copyright League, at which the delegates 
were present. The resulting compromise, 
which received the unanimous approval and 
concurrence of the Executive Board, was 
presented to the Council of the Association 
at its meeting in Atlantic City, N. J., March 
10, 1906. At that meeting some members 
of the Council expressed disapproval of the 
action of the delegates and the Executive 
Board, and a number of motions were intro- 
duced looking toward specific instructions to 
the delegates, but no definite action resulted 
from any of them. 

At the close of the sessions and after the 
last hearing given by the Senate and House 
Committee, beginning June 6, 1906, the dele- 
gates again reported to the Council, at its 
meeting at Narragansett Pier, July 5, 1906, 
explaining in full the various steps that 
had been taken, and giving their reasons for 
the same. The Council voted that their re- 
port be accepted and their recommendations 
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adopted, " and that the thanks of the Council 
be extended to the delegates for their suc- 
cessful efforts." 

The undersigned were appointed as a com- 
mittee to watch the progress of the bill, as 
stated above, and a resolution introduced to 
give them specific instructions was voted 
down by a large majority. 

Under these circumstances the undersigned 
regard their action as beyond doubt the 
official action of the American Library Asso- 
ciation. The Association by every means 
open to it has approved as a body the part 
of the present bill affecting the interests of 
libraries and any expression of disapproval 
must be that of individual libraries, or 
librarians, and not of the Association as a 
whole. 

Respectfully submitted, 
(Signed) Arthur E. Bostwick 

Frank P. Hill 

Committee of the American Library Ass'n 

This statement was amplified very briefly 
in a few words in the endeavor to make it 
clear that the Association had preferred to 
take part in the Copyright Conference and 
to secure in that conference the best terms 
possible for librarians, rather than to stay 
out of the conference and oppose whatever 
changes of the present law regarding im- 
portations might be incorporated in the new 
bill ; also that the present features of the 
bill, so far as they relate to libraries, were 
arrived at during a conference between the 
Executive Board and representatives of other 
interests, at which were present a consider- 
able number of those librarians now op- 
posing the bill. 

The librarians present in opposition to the 
bill presented a memorial against it signed 
by three hundred librarians, most of whom 
were said to be members of the American 
Library Association. They opposed the bill 
chiefly on general grounds, and in answer to 
a direct question from the chairman of the 
committee regarding the discrepancy between 
their petition and the official attitude of the 
American Library Association answered that 
this official attitude was largely a personal 
endorsement of the delegates to the confer- 
ence, in voting for which, members of the 



Council reserved their right to oppose the 
bill as individuals. 

It is probable that this action will make it 
very difficult in the fixture for the American 
Library Association to carry on official nego- 
tiations with any other body, which is to be 
regretted. 

Respectfully submitted, 

ARTHUR E. BOSTWICK 

Speaking further for the committee Mr. 
Hill emphasized the fact that its members, 
both as delegates to the Copyright Confer- 
ence and hearings and as members of the 
present committee, have uniformly acted ac- 
cording to the expressed wishes of and in- 
structions from the Association, its Council 
and its Executive Boai-d, and that their actions 
have thus represented the official action and 
position of the Association so far as it was 
possible for the Association to declare itself. 
That since the position taken by the A. L. A. 
Council at Atlantic City in March, 1906, numer- 
ous meetings of the General Association, the 
Council and the Executive Board have been 
held, at which the declared attitude of the 
Association might have been revised or re- 
scinded, or its Copyright Committee retired, 
altered or instructed, but that no such action 
has been taken and that the A. L. A. is the 
only body represented at the several copy- 
right conferences whose individual members 
have appeared in opposition to the attitude of 
the Association of which they are members. 

With the substitution of the word " official " 
for the word ' ' unanimous " in the phrase 
' ' unanimous approval and concurrence of 
the Executive Board", the report of the com- 
mittee was accepted and adopted as an ade- 
quate statement of the action of the Associa- 
tion to date. The Secretary was instructed 
to notify the chairman of the committee of 
the action on the report as amended. 

On recommendation of the Treasurer it was 

Voted, That the funds collected specifically 
for the support of headquarters be consoli- 
dated with the general funds of the Associa- 
tion and that the budget for headquarters 
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be combined, on the Treasurer's books, with 
the budget for general purposes of the Asso- 
ciation, and that in future all receipts be 
credited to a single fund and all appropria- 
tions be charged against this fund. 

Voted unanimously, That the Secretary be 
directed to spread upon the minutes of this 
meeting and transmit to the Recorder an ex- 
pression of the sincere regret which is felt bj T 
every one of her colleagues on the Executive 
Board at her enforced absence from this meet- 
ing and her own work ; to assure her of their 
hearty pleasure at the hopeful news of rapid 
recovery, with its promise of speedy resump- 
tion of her duties in connection with the 
Library Journal and with this Board, and 
to convey to her a very cordial appreciation 
of the value and faithfulness of her long ser- 
vice to the American Library Association. 

Jamestown Exposition Exhibit 
On request of the Committee on Exhibit at 
the Jamestown Exposition, the Executive 
Board authorized the appointment of a co- 
operating committee consisting of the super- 
intendents of children's work in the New 
York, Brooklyn and Cleveland Public Libra- 
ries and in the Carnegie Library of Pitts- 
burgh, to assist in the collection and installa- 
tion of the Model Children's Room. 

J. I. WYER, Jr., 

Secretary 

Membership 

It is customary for the Treasurer at the 
annual conference to include in his report a 
statement of membership in the Association 
on the last day of the preceding year. The 
following table covers the actual paid mem- 
bership on Dec. 31, 1906, and a comparative 
statement showing its growth during that 
year : 





Year ending 
Dec. 31, 1905 


Year ending 
Dec. 31, 190B 


Honorary members . 
Perpetual member . 
Life fellows 


9 

1 


8 
1 

2 


Life members . 


45 


55 


Annual members 


. 1,16* 


1.696 


Library members 


34 


82 



1.844 



These figures show a gain in membership 
of 591 during the twelve months ending 
Dec. 31, 1906. Particular attention is directed 
to the large increase in library membership 
during that period. 

While our added membership is very grati- 
fying, it should but serve as a stimulus to 
each member of the Association to that per- 
sonal effort which shall secure a still further 
increase, to the end that the Treasurer may 
announce in January, 1908, that the Associa- 
tion has a membership consisting of not less 
than 3,000 annual members and of not less 
than 250 library members. 

Will you help ? 
This can easily be accomplished if each 
present member, retaining his own member- 
ship in the Association, will but assume the 
obligation of securing one additional member. 
There is not a single one of us but has one 
friend at least who would gladly join our 
ranks if earnestly approached. Again, it is 
safe to say that a large majority of the libraries 
represented in the membership of the A. L. A. 
could be easily induced to become annual 
subscribing members if only the librarians 
would but place the matter before their trus- 
tees in the proper light and with enthusiasm. 

Annual Bills 
It has been the custom to send bills on the 
first of January covering the annual dues. 
This has not been done this year because the 
administration, desiring to materially reduce 
the annual outlay for postage, has determined 
to ask the members to help them in making 
the experiment successful. The expense in- 
curred each year in reaching our members in 
connection with the annual bills, the prepara- 
tion for the annual conference and other mat- 
ters has grown to a large sum. It is proposed 
to use the pages of this Bulletin for all such 
announcements, and the members are asked to 
give their hearty cooperation in carrying out 
the plan as above outlined. Let each of us, 
recognizing the earnestness of our executive 
officers in their desire to increase the mem- 



